Harworth and Bircotes Annual Parish Meeting

The Harworth and Bircotes Annual Parish Meeting is to be held on Monday 18th May 2026 at 6.30pm at the Town Hall, Scrooby Road, Bircotes
Everyone welcome

AGENDA

APM26/1	Apologies for absence
APM26/2	To approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held 19th May 2025 
APM26/3	Town Council Chair’s Report for 2025/26
APM26/4	Open session


Cllr June Evans
Chair of the Town Council


5th May 2026
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 19th May 2025 at the Town Hall, Scrooby Road, Bircotes.
Present: 	Cllr Evans (Chair of the Town Council), Mrs Davies (Officer to the Town
	Council) and members of the Public

APM25/1	Apologies for absence
	None received.

APM25/2	To approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 19th May 2025
	The meeting approved the minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held on 19th May 2025.

APM25/3	Town Council  Chair’s report for 2024-25
	Looking back over the last 12 months, I can say that year has been successful for the Town Council in a number of ways.
	
	Starting with Finance – I have to thank the Town Clerk for her careful, diligent approach to managing the Town Council’s budget, as demonstrated by excellent returns from auditors.
	
	I also have to thank the Finance Committee for their impute when making challenging decisions, such as setting the precept. Council approved raising the precept by 8% for this new financial year, as did many other parish/town councils -the average rise in precept across Bassetlaw was 8%. Unlike Harworth and Bircotes, most other parishes do not have the advantage of extensive housing growth and the resultant watering down of the financial impact on residents.
	
	We have also seen increased hire of the Town Hall, and therefore increased income, due to:
· Growing population
· Quality facilities on offer	
· And the efforts of Karen who is always on the lookout for new customers
	We have had increased usage from the Hindu community along with the African Caribbean community who are liking within this area and South Yorkshire. We have also had an increased in private party bookings.
	
	This leads me to events -  The Town Council continues to hold successful events for the benefit of the community; in-year, the celebration of Halloween was added to the list – this proved to be very popular with residents and generated many positive comments. The most popular even continues to be the Christmas Extravaganza. I think Karen and all our staff for their efforts in marking such occasions very special for our community; it takes a lot of work and planning, and it would be appreciated if more members of the Town Council become involved, where possible.

	We continue to look forward to the annual Reto-Bike event to the square, and this coming summer we are bringing the sand pit back to the square with Karen and Lee looking at a programme of smaller activities 
		throughout the summer holidays, based and themed around the seaside.

		I now want to stress the Importance of Partnership Working – The Town 	Council is not an island, nor is it able to meet all the needs of the community 	without help from other partners, other organisations… and this has to be a 	system of two-way traffic. Other organisations may need help from us to 	deliver services that meet a specific need – we are big enough to step in and 	help others, if required.

		Some of our current local partners are Tenants and Residents Association, the 	Food Bank, Cycling Legends, Active Communities CIC, then on a more 	strategic level there is Bassetlaw District Council along with Nottinghamshire 	County Council and Departments of Working Pension. We also work with 	North Notts BID, who have helped some of the events.

	Achieved in -Year 
· Improved security of cemeteries
· Maintenance of the pathways around the cemetery and the Miner’ Memorial
· Extensive work by the tree surgeon
		Ongoing work
· The review of the Neighbourhood Plan, developed by the working group, is nearing the consultation stage – I hope councillors can give any available help to this process. This document will act as a major influence in terms of planning, so it really matters!
· Another priority is expansion of new cemetery

		We have seen a number of staff changes in-year.  We have:
A new caretaker, who seems happy in his role
Lee Stewart is nor Deputy Clerk – this appointment is proving very effective in dealing with a growing workload, such as helping with the designed/content of the Neighbourhood Plan leaflet, managing the installation of CCTV in the cemeteries, supervising the internet upgrade and updating our website, managing social media, event promotion and planning, and carrying our admin and customer services
Re operational staff – the appointment of Adrian to work with Sean has been very successful, and I note the staff now undertake a wider range of activities, such as painting the Town Hall, simple plumbing jobs, maintenance of the pathways around the cemetery and the Miner’s Memorial

		Importantly, the Town Council will continue to serve the community and must 	be innovative in future years as the community grows – I remain hopeful we 	will see the transfer of our Community Centres to the Town Council, and I am 	still clinging to the vision we all share regarding the North Border School. 	What is certain is the expansion of the Town Council’s role in serving the 	people of Harworth and Bircotes in the future – we have to meet that 	challenge.

	Finally, I want to tank everyone on the Town Council for their input. I know we all wish the best for Sheila Place, having recently stepped down as a County Councillor – we hope she has a happy, enjoyable retirement.

	Thank you.
	
	Cllr June Evans

APM26/4	Open session
		No items raised.
